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Klein Oak Choir:   
Music Through the Decades 

 

Director’s Notes: 
 

Well hello there KO Choir, we have some catching up to do this week! :) We sincerely hope that you 
all are recovering okay from the past week’s winter storm. If your family is in need please do not 
hesitate to reach out and anyway we can provide support we will! Please read this choir wire very 
carefully a lot has been updated/changed due to our week of missed instruction. Wishing you all a 
restful weekend! Two weeks until Spring Break :) 
 
What’s in the Choir Wire this week?  
 

Ambassador Update 

Flags Across Klein 

Auditorium Grand Opening 

After School Rehearsals  

Booster Club Update  

Upcoming Dates 

Senior Spotlight 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Ambassador Update 
 

Howdy, everyone, my name is Jorge Gomez and I’m one of the ambassadors 
this year for our amazing KO Choir. I am part of the Librarian Committee for 
the KO ambassador program. I work behind the scenes in the Choir Library 
with the other Librarians making sure that all of the music is kept track of 
while also inserting new music into the system. This is my 4th year being 
part of KO Choir and my 8th year being in choir in general. During my time in 
KO Choir, I have met a wide variety of different people and made a ton of 
new friends. I spend most of my free time playing the piano or watching 
shows like Mr. Iglesias with my little brother. I can’t wait to see how contest 
season is going to go, I hope all of y’all stay safe and have a wonderful 
weekend. 
 

Jorge Gomez 
KO Choir Ambassador - Librarian  
 

Hey...how y’all doing? My name is Kara 
Burks and I’m on the Sunshine 
Committee for Klein Oak Choir this year! 
Our committee’s job is to make sure every single student in choir 
feels loved and they are aware they can come to us whenever they 
need help. I find such joy in being able to be that shoulder so many 
of the choir students need to lean on. Some fun facts about me are 
that I love to thrift (specifically 70s themed clothing), bake, sing, 
read, and I love to watch old court cases. That love has turned me 
on the path to becoming a child advocate attorney! Another fun 
fact but a really well-known fact is that I love Harry Styles. Now, 
it’s not just a love everyone...it’s a lifestyle, a reason to live, and a 
reason to get up in the morning. He IS the music industry and I 
WILL stand by that statement. Quote me if you must. That’s all I 
have to say for now but I just wanted to add before I sign off that I 
love this choir program so much and I’m so excited for the future of 
this organization! 
 

Kara Burks 
KO Choir Ambassador - Sunshine Committee 

  
Flags Across Klein 
 

Thank you to all that made our President’s Day flag distribution a 
success! We appreciate you all and your dedication to creating a 
successful flag distribution even in the midst of a natural 
disaster. Our next distribution isn’t until May 29th for Memorial 
Day, this is a distribution that always has many routes not picked 
up. If you are available then please pencil the date in your 
calendars :) 

 
 
 



Auditorium “Grand Opening” Rescheduling  
 

The “Grand Opening” of the new KO Auditorium has been rescheduled 
and will now serve as an end-of-year joint concert of the wonderful KO 
Fine Arts programs! The new performance date is now Monday, May 
17th. We will provide the specifics of the performance closer to the 
date.  
 
Booster Club Update 
 

Hello KO Choir! We have officially kicked off our senior sign 
fundraiser! We have already received many orders which is 
incredibly exciting! If you have a senior please purchase a sign 
and if you know a KO family with a senior please share this 
ORDER FORM with them. All orders are due by Sunday, March 
7th. 
 

Also, senior families, the application process for the booster club 
scholarships is open and will be until April 9th. The application 
can be found HERE and Mrs. Leal has paper copies as well.  
 

Thank you for your continued support, 
Your KO Choir Booster Club Board 
 

Chamber Clinician & Recording Concert 
 

This weekend our Chamber Ensemble will have the 
incredible opportunity to have a virtual workshop 
with Z. Randall Stroope, a renowned choral director, 
and composer, to prepare for their entry into the 
Virtual Madrigal Contest.  
 

On Thursday, March 4th, they will be recording their 
submission for the contest and this recording 
session will be open to the public. Soooo….if you are 
not busy next Thursday come to the KO Auditorium 
to hear some really incredible singing :)  

 
Spring After School UIL Rehearsals  
 

We have made the decision to postpone all after-school rehearsals 
until after spring break. We will begin after-school rehearsals the 
Monday we return, so be ready yall!. Please communicate conflicts 
with your director via email. Chorale - Mr.Kritikos 
(jkritikos1@kleinisd.net) Bel Canto, Cantus and Amabile - Mrs. Leal 
(hleal1@kleinisd.net)  
 

Mondays - Chorale - 3:15-4:30 
Tuesdays - Bel Canto - 3:15-4:00 
Wednesdays - Cantus - 3:15-4:00 
Thursdays - Amabile - 3:15-4:00 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc7P1J6qy96wLu6EseEOXT_EDhlVPHNINk2UBhlrMiratSMzA/viewform
https://www.kleinoakchoir.com/scholarships
mailto:jkritikos1@kleinisd.net
mailto:hleal1@kleinisd.net


Upcoming Dates 
 

Friday, February 26th Progress Report Cut-Off 
Saturday, February 27th Chamber Madrigal Virtual Clinician Session - chamber only 
Thursday, March 4th Chamber Recording Concert @ 6pm - KO Auditorium   
Friday, March 5th Progress Report Released (ability to regain) 
Sunday, March 7th Senior Sign Orders Due 
Friday, March 12th Remote Learning Day 
Sunday, March 14th Daylight Savings Starts 
March 15th-19th SPRING BREAK 
March 22nd-25th UIL Rehearsals Officially Begin  
Friday, March 26th Quarter 3 Grading Window Closes 
 
 

CLICK HERE FOR THE FULL KO CHOIR CALENDAR 
 
Senior Spotlight 
 

We have our first four senior spotlights for the 2020-2021 school year below...Enjoy :) 
 

JOERAINE ALIGNO 
Hey Hey KO Choir!!! My Name is Joeraine Aligno. Outside of choir I usually 
like to play around with my guitar and piano, playing songs and making 
my own songs. I draw sometimes, make little animations, and on rarer 
occasions, I paint pictures. And whenever my sister and brother-in-law 
come over to my house, I go skating with them. Out of my entire high 
school career, I am the proudest of my strengthened ability to push myself 
out of my comfort zone. For a long time, I would be too afraid to go beyond 
the boundaries I knew I could achieve. Although it took a long time to push 
myself, I finally did it, especially in my senior year. In this year's All-State 
competition, I was able to be in the top ten chairs of my voice part for the 
first round, made it into the regional treble choir, and had gotten two 
excellent ratings for both of my solos for Solo & Ensemble. Despite my 
fears, I had gotten further than I ever would have if I never pushed myself 
a little. After graduating, I plan to go to Lone Star College for two years in 
Visual Effects/Animation. Then after getting an associate’s, transfer to a 
four-year college in Texas. My favorite choir memories are all the 
memories I have made, of course! But if I had to choose one, I would say 
my most favorite is when all of Bel Canto and Cantus had our spring trip 
to San Antonio. It was a lot of fun singing random songs on the bus, taking 
silly photos of Mrs. Leal and Mr. K and making them into memes, and screaming our lungs out at Six Flags. A 
strange fact about me is that unlike many people, I am able to lick my elbows. The person who has inspired me 
the most in my life is my one and only brother-in-law. He has helped introduce me to many new things such as 
metal bands I never knew about and teaching me to skate. And whenever things would go south for me, he 
would always be there to help me through it. My advice to underclassmen is that as someone who has been 
fearful of many things in life, don't let yourself be afraid. And when you are, push yourself out of that box of 
comfort. You never will know how far you can go and what you can achieve by watching opportunities fly past 
you. Look at me, it took me three years until I decided to do All-State. And when I pushed myself, I accomplished 
things I never knew I had the capability to. 
 
 

 

https://www.kleinoakchoir.com/calendar


ADONIJAH MPINGA 
Hello KO Choir, My name is Adonijah. The thing I am most proud 
of burning my time in high school is the leadership that I have 
been able to present through choir and the music that we've 
learned. After graduation, I plan to go to a four-year college and 
major in Music Education (Vocal) My favorite choir memory is the 
moment when Chamber got to have tickets to see Pentatonix on 
their Christmas Tour after we opened for their concert. A funny 
story about me is that I had the misfortune of walking out of the 
house naked when I was 2 years old. SO long story short, my 
Mom was taking a shower without my knowledge, I was looking 
for her and thought she was outside...15 minutes later... a 
neighbor friend shows up at my Mom's door with me right next to 
him. The first time that I ever got in trouble with my Mom haha. 
My Mom has inspired me from birth. To see everything that she 
has had to go through in her life, from moving to America, to 
giving me the best life under really trying circumstances, only for 
her to be in the position that she is in right now, only gives me 

inspiration of the highest degree to go out and live the best life that I could possibly live. My advice to the 
underclassmen is to enjoy your time in choir, like, REALLY enjoy it. There is no hiding that school academically 
gets tougher as you go through the years, and from freshman year, choir has been so much of an escape from 
that. I have enjoyed choir throughout these 4 years like never before, and the time that I took to not enjoy it, 
which was very few instances, only made me feel worse than I could have been feeling. Choir is a family, a good 
escape from the academic world, a place that you can feel safe. Don't take for granted the things that are so 
special about choir, because you'll miss it, and in a flash, it will move right past you. We bring the best out of 
each other when we all are 100% knowledgeable of the love and determination we share with and for each 
other, so be that person who will let that love and determinations shine through and spread unto other people, 
while you enjoy yourself by doing so. 
 

EMMA MOORE 
Hi KO Choir, I am Emma Moore, and along with choir, I am involved in the 
Klein Oak Dance Company, National Honor Society, Tri-M Honor Society, 
Student Council, and Legacy League outside of school. I am probably most 
proud of my academics throughout high school. I was named a National 
Merit Commended Scholar this year which was super exciting. I've always 
worked really hard for my grades throughout school so this was a huge 
accomplishment for me! In the fall, I plan on attending the University of 
Tennessee Knoxville to major in Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering 
and also pre-med. Go Vols! My favorite choir memory is last year when 
some of the ambassadors got to meet Charlie Puth and watch him perform 
live. We all had the most amazing time and I think it was just a really 
surreal moment for all of us. I can't think of anything funny or weird about 
myself! My parents have definitely been some of the biggest inspirations in 
my life. They have always been there for me and have always encouraged 
me to be what I want to be. They always lead by example and have taught 
me so many things. I don't know what I would do without them! To the 
underclassmen, the biggest piece of advice that I could give to you is to 
define what success means for you in your own life. No one other than 
yourself can define how you want to live your life and everyone is different. 
In the words of the amazingly talented and wise Harry Styles, "If you're happy doing what you love, nobody can 
tell you you're not successful". Find your passion and live it out to the fullest! 
 



JAIRO AVILA 
Hey there KO Choir, My name is Jairo Avila. Outside of choir, I am in Tri-M, 
NHS, NEHS, SNHS, Spanish Club, IB. The thing I am most proud of is being 
the first in my family to make it to high school and graduate. I am still 
undecided on the college, but after graduation, I plan on majoring in civil 
engineering. I also may try out mariachi at college. There are two favorite 
choir memories of mine..1) LA Trip freshman year (for obvious reasons) and 
Pop Show 2019 when UN performed I See Fire. Something interesting about 
is that I play guitar, but not that good. I'm better at chords and some rhythms 
rather than playing lead.  My parents, both of them, are my biggest 
inspiration. Both of my parents went through hell and back to get my sister 
and me to the place where we are right now. Underclassmen..."Do NOT slack 
off on your work. It isn't worth it. Balance your time. Remember to have fun 
every moment of every day!" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


