
 

 

    CHOIR WIRE 5.29 

  May 8, 2020  

 

Klein Oak Choir:   

Music is the Universal Language 
 
Director’s Notes:  
 

Hello KO Choir!!! We are down to three weeks left for the 2019-2020 School Year! It's not 

ending quite the way we had in mind BUT we are surely trying to make the best of it! 

Audition packets and Ambassador applications went out this week for the 2020-2021 school 

year and we are finalizing all of the details for the banquet and pop show! There are a lot of 

pictures from the fall semester throughout this edition as well as lots of Senior Spotlights! I 

hope you enjoy them all! Love you all dearly and cannot wait to be together again! :)  

 

What’s in the Choir Wire this week?  
 

Ambassador Update 

New York Trip Refunds - UPDATED May 1st 

Ambassador Applications 

Auditions for Next Year  

Pop Show  

Upcoming Events  

Senior Spotlight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ambassador Update 
 

Hi KO Choir!! We are missing y’all tons and hope everyone is doing 

well!! I can’t wait for some of the upcoming events we have coming up 

in our choir program like our pop show and banquet! Our ambassadors 

are working hard to make those virtual events super fun and 

entertaining! You won't want to miss them!! Make sure you stay on top 

of the next year’s choir auditions AND ambassador applications! Love 

and miss y’all!! Stay Safe! 
 

Christina Hartmann, Vice President  

 

New York Trip Refunds - UPDATED May 1st 
 

We should have started receiving refunds this 

week and if not it should happen sometime next week! Everything 

will be refunded minus the initial deposit. NONE of the airlines are 

giving refunds, but rather vouchers for future travel, so you will be 

receiving a voucher for the total cost of the airline ticket (around 

400.00).  Our travel agent has been working very hard to get all of 

this back, and as you can imagine, it has been a lengthy ordeal to 

coordinate all of this.  I appreciate all of your patience during this 

troubling time.  Should you have any further questions, please 

contact Mr. Kritikos at jkritikos1@kleinisd.net. 

 

Ambassador Applications  
 

The 2020-2021 Ambassador applications were sent out 

on Monday, May 4th via Schoology. These positions are 

open to any Sophomore-Senior KO Choir member who has 

been in choir at least one year. Certain positions, such as 

President, have other restrictions as well, such as being a 

senior, serving on the ambassador board the previous year, 

etc. Please refer to Choir Wire 5.26 for the list of KO Choir 

Ambassador positions. The new slate of KO Choir 

Ambassadors will be announced at this year's virtual 

banquet. All applications are due this coming 

Wednesday, May 13th by 11:59 pm, and interviews, if needed, will be held on 

Friday, May 15th. 

  

Auditions for Next Year 
 

KO Choir will be holding online auditions for all 

advanced choirs starting next week.  This 

afternoon a packet of music and learning tracks 

was made available via Schoology. You have one 

week to prepare this music.  
 

Students can audition on whatever voice part they 

are comfortable with, regardless of what they 

currently sing, but please be aware changes in 

voice parts may be made based on the needs of the choir placement. You will need your 

laptops and the ability to record yourself singing a prepared piece of music as well as 

sight-read. 
 

On Friday, May 15th, a new assignment will open on Schoology for students to upload 

their auditions into Schoology, along with a sight-reading excerpt that will be released on 

 



 

the same day. (NOTE: Students will have 15 minutes to 

submit their pre-recorded audition and their sight-reading 

recording once the student has opened the material) 

Students that cannot audition online will have to wait until 

school starts for placement, which could possibly impact 

their abilities to change schedules for the correct class 

periods.  We encourage students to find online resources for 

sight-reading help, including youtube tutorials or from sites 

like sightreadingfactory.com.  
 

Remember, the audition is an important part of student 

placement, but it is far from the only qualifier for advanced 

choir placements.  Student work ethic, classroom behavior, participation in extra-curricular 

activities such as solo/ensemble, the all-state process, and grades all play a factor in choir 

placements.  For any questions, please reach out to your 

director.  

 

Pop Show   
 

The audition videos for the pop show are due TONIGHT!!! 

Make sure you dress up for the occasion and maybe find a 

place in your house that's scenic or maybe act out your 

favorite scene from a movie or show to submit! 

Remember... we're lifting the restraints on the theme... 
just sing what you love! However...please still sing and 

dress school appropriately! Submissions will be looked 

over by the directors and those that are selected for the show will be notified by Tuesday, 

May 12th! 
 

The easiest way to submit your recording is to upload your video into your google drive and 

share the video with either director at jkritikos1@kleinisd.net or hleal1@kleinisd.net. Check 

the settings on your phone, and make sure you are sending the videos in LANDSCAPE, not 

vertical... and in the best possible video and audio settings possible. Looking forward to 

hearing some AWESOME auditions!!!  

 

Banquet 
 

We will still have our banquet Friday, May 22nd at 7 pm via 

live stream! On the agenda for the evening will be the senior 

slideshow, KO Choir Booster Club Scholarship winners, 

2020-2021 KO Choir Ambassador results, choir awards, 

superlatives, and much more! We hope that you'll join us! 

More information will be sent out in the next couple of weeks.  

 

Flags 
 

As of right now, we are still delivering flags in May for 

Memorial Day, but that may change based on any new 

developments. As soon as we know anything further we 

will let you know. Should we still be on for distribution, 

we will make every effort to protect ourselves and each 

other.  As of this afternoon, we are down to 27 routes 

that have still need to be claimed. If you are available 

May 23rd to help with distribution we surely need it! 

Please CLICK HERE or go to; kleinoakchoir.com - Flags 

- Choir Members Only - Memorial Day Delivery Sign-Up. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090d45a8ae23a0fd0-flag3


 

Upcoming Events 
 

May 13th Ambassador Applications Due 

May 15th Ambassador Interviews (if needed) 

May 15th 2020-2021 Choir Placement Auditions Open/Due 

May 18th Virtual Pop Show - 7 pm  

May 22nd Virtual Choir Banquet - 7 pm 

May 23rd Memorial Day Flag Distribution (tentative) 

May 27th Memorial Day Flag Pick-Up (tentative) 

May 28th Last Day of School  

May 30th KISD Senior Day! 

 

Senior Spotlight 
 

We will pick up the Senior Spotlight back up this week so...please encourage 

your senior to fill out the form! The information can be found on Schoology 

and was emailed out earlier this week. Also, the QR Code to the right is linked 

to the questionnaire the students need to fill out. We LOVE you seniors!!!! 
 
 

JOSH LOBRECHT 

Hello KO Choir!!! My name is Josh Lobrecht and outside of KO Choir I 

am a member of Music Honor Society and I work at Great American 

Cookie/ Marble Slab. Something I am most proud of from high school is 

actually passing! After high school I plan on being a member of the K9 

Unit in the U.S. Air Force. My favorite choir memory is all of the 

friendships I have created throughout the years. A random fact about 

me is that I taught myself how to build a computer by taking it apart 

and putting it back together. The person that has inspired me the most 

is my older brother because of his work ethic and knowledge that he 

has obtained over the years. My words of wisdom 

to the underclassmen are to be ambitious, but 

not naive. 
 

KATIE FISHER 

Hey KO Choir, I am Katie Fisher and outside of choir I am a member of KO 

Theatre. The things I am most proud of during my time in high school is 

that I graduated in the top 10% and I was a Klein Oak Choir Ambassador. 

After high school I’m taking a gap year. My favorite choir memory was 

participating in Mad Fest 2020 with the Chamber Choir. A funny fact about 

myself is that I still unironically use fidget spinners. My grandpa is the 

person who has inspired me the most, he made anyone he ever knew feel 

special and that’s all I want to be able to do for other people. 

Underclassmen, my words of advice are that high school is big and scary 

and it feels so important right now, but you have 

so much ahead of you. Don’t overwork yourself and don’t forget to 

have fun. 
 

MADISON TERRY 

Hi KO Choir!!! My name is Madison Terry and outside of choir I am a 

member of National Honor Society, Young Women's Leadership Club, 

Music Honor Society (president), National English Honor Society, DECA, 

Assistant Manager at Chick-fil-a, and High School Youth Leader 

(church) I am very proud of the leadership roles I have earned, not 

only in Choir, but also in Music Honor Society, DECA, and other 

 



 

activities outside of school. I worked hard to earn those positions and have learned and grown 

through each of them. After high school I will be attending Lone Star College for the first two 

years, then I plan to go to Sam Houston State University. My favorite choir memory was the Los 

Angeles trip in my sophomore year, I met so many of my now closest friends, sang show tunes 

around Disneyworld, and adopted the nickname "mom". Interesting fact: I used to do 

competitive taekwondo all throughout middle school. My grandma is my best friend and has 

inspired me to work hard, be kind and to love others. She has taught me so many life lessons 

and has supported me throughout my high school career. I strive to make her proud everyday! 

To the underclassmen...Stop and smell the roses - your time in high school goes by so fast, 

enjoy every performance, laugh, and lesson while you can! 
 

HANNAH YARBROUGH 

Hello KO Choir!!! I am Hannah Yarbrough and outside of choir I 

am a member of Band and Tri-M. During my high school career, 

I am most proud of my experience as a 2 Year All-State Band 

member. After graduation, I plan to attend Texas Christian 

University and major in Music Education. My favorite choir 

memory is either sophomore year Varsity Women’s UIL or 

MadFest 2020. On both occasions we were so prepared that we 

could just enjoy the music and have fun. Having performances 

like that is the best feeling in the world. Funny story—I actually 

didn’t intend to join choir! Before high school my only choral 

experience was in elementary school. As a freshman I had a free 

spot in my schedule, and no idea what to sign up for. I thought, “well, I like to sing so I guess 

I’ll give choir a try!” I am SO grateful that I did. I can’t imagine high school without it. The 

person who inspires me most is my older sister, Sarah. She is the most positive and supportive 

person I know. I can always turn to her for advice. She is the ultimate role model. Some advice 

for underclassmen: Always stay positive. Your life is what you make it. If you choose to be 

negative and complain, it will reflect on your mindset! Always be optimistic, stay kind, help 

others, and enjoy high school while you can! It’s the last 4 years of 

your childhood, so enjoy every single day. Don’t try to grow up too 

fast. 
 

SYDNI PERRY 

Hello KO Choir, I am Syndi Perry. Outside of KO Choir, I volunteer at 

the Houston Food Bank but I wouldn't call it an activity, I would call it 

my duty. I am most proud of how I have really improved and became a 

well-managed young lady and I have so many opportunities ahead and 

I can't wait to make a difference. After high school, I plan on going to 

college to get my nursing degree then from there I will be going to the 

military to help serve my country. My favorite choir memory is when 

we were having our meet and greet in class and we had to tell a good 

thing about our life and a bad thing about our life, when it came to my 

turn and I said my bad thing in life all of the girls made me feel loved 

and I felt like they understood what I went through. After that I really 

felt like all of choir was my family and I'm really going to miss 

everyone. A funny fact about myself is that I tend to put hot sauce on 

literally everything I eat and everyone says I'm weird but I just feel like 

I'm special. My Foster Mother has inspired me the most because when I felt like I couldn't do it, 

she would tell me I can and she would say "God doesn't give you challenges you can't handle" so 

I feel she has helped me to become the young lady I am. If you are willing to stand for what you 

believe in you won't need advice from me, just thrive to be the best you can be and don't ever 

let anyone tell you that you can't do it because you can do whatever you want to do in life as 

long as you put your mind to it. 
 

 



 

 

CARMEN HUNTER 

Hey KO Choir! My name is Carmen Hunter and outside of choir I 

did...Nothin :) My most proud moment from high school was opening 

for Pentatonix with Chamber. After high school, I'll be studying Music 

Composition at Boston Conservatory at Berklee. My favorite choir 

memory was singing Standing Stone at this year's fall concert, and 

finally feeling okay with crying and mourning with my choir peeps. An 

interesting fact about myself is that I was born with a cleft lip, which 

doesn't affect me much anymore, but when I was first born I couldn't 

eat normally because my top lip was open. So, my mom went to the 

doctor with me a week after I was born, thinking everything was fine, 

only to find out that I had lost an entire pound because I wasn't able 

to eat. It certainly wasn't funny at the time, but it's funny in hindsight! My mom has inspired me 

the most, because she's shown me what it means to be a woman, and how to care for people 

and give with your whole heart. And she taught me what taxes are. :) The one thing I'd share 

with underclassmen is that High School is short. Whether you're having a tough time or a great 

time, I'd encourage you to take advantage of these 4 years because they pass quicker than you 

realize. Introduce yourself to random people in your class, put yourself out there, hone your 

skills, and do what you love. Some people don't realize high school was the time of their life until 

10 years later. 
 

ALEXANDER WILSON 

Hi KO Choir!!! My name is Alexander Wilson and outside of 

choir I am a member of NHS, NEHS, GSA, Destination 

Imagination (freshman & sophomore). I'm most proud of 

how far I've come as a person and how much I've learned 

about life. I've grown into someone I know I can be proud 

of, and I've managed to keep and make true friends that 

are proud of me, too. I'm also pretty proud of the fact 

that despite being absent for a full month last year, I 

managed to take my finals (with a concussion) and pass 

them all with A+'s. After high school, I plan to attend Sam 

Houston State University and earn my degree in mass communications with a concentration 

in film production. From there, I aspire to be someone that works in the film industry, 

whether it be writing, editing, producing, or directing.  My favorite choir memory - if I had to 

choose just ONE, there are SO many! - would probably be the final dance at last year's choir 

banquet. It was "Don't Stop Believing" by Journey, and we're all a bunch of nerds so of 

course we belted every single lyric. I had just said goodbye to one of my best friends who 

went home early, Maya, and I was dragged back to the dance floor by another one of my 

best friends, Cynthia, and my sister, an orchestra dork that I brought to the banquet. The 

DJ began to play the song, and after the initial riot that came from recognizing the song, we 

all kind of looked at each other and started huddling in a circle. I'm not exactly sure who 

started it, but eventually everyone on the dance floor was suddenly huddled together in one 

big circle, arms around each other's shoulders, and we were swaying side to side to the 

music. It was like our final statement of the year, like we were all on the same page saying, 

"we're a family", and it was one of the most beautiful moments of my high school life. An 

interesting fact about myself is that I've had quite a bit of medical issues going on the past 

two years, but we finally found the root of it last April! Turns out, I'm actually missing part 

of my heart: the left coronary artery never fully developed, and if you're not well read on 

biology like I wasn't, the coronary arteries are what help supply blood to the entire body, so 

me missing part of it is a problem. But instead of this being a life-threatening issue that 

needed to be fixed, my body decided, "nah, let's just fix this" and I grew completely 

different blood vessels on the side of my heart to replace the coronary artery I'm missing! 

 



 

So everything works just fine, my heart's just a bit weaker than a normal one. This is why I 

like to call myself Deadpool. I'm inspired by a lot of people in my life - basically everyone 

teaches me something (people change people!) But the one person that has inspired me the 

most would have to be my twin sister, Becca. Her and I weren't always as close as we are; 

there was one point when we were at each other's throats 24/7. Turns out we only disliked 

each other because we wanted to be like one another! Becca has always been by my side, 

even when we didn't like each other, and has grown to be my number one supporter in 

everything I do. Whenever she does something, she doesn't just do it - she throws 

everything she has at it and doesn't let anyone stop her. She's incredibly smart, and actually 

is graduating in the top ten percent of our class this year, after surviving AP and Dual Credit 

classes for the past four years. She's always there for her friends, and she is the best one to 

talk to about life. I know I can trust her with literally everything and vice versa, to the point 

where if you tell me a secret and I say I won't tell anyone, Becca doesn't count. To the 

underclassmen...Do not be afraid to be yourself! I spent freshman year terrified of how 

people would react to me being myself, and after finally telling my truth, I found my real 

friends and a home in Klein Oak Choir. Your real friends will stick around through thick and 

thin, and never let them go. GO TO SCHOOL PLEASE! I missed so much from being absent 

so much, and not just academically. Your time at Oak seems so long, but it's really short 

and you should spend it how you want! Also, pay attention to Mr. K's storytimes - they're 

very enlightening and they've taught me so much about life and mean the world to me. 

Always remember that you have a home in Klein Oak Choir - we're a family, we're all there 

for each other. Lastly, you are amazing, and have so much 

to give to the world! We all have a place here, and you are so 

very loved. :) 

 

 

 

 


